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What is a federated search?What is a federated search?

Allows user to enter a search term and search Allows user to enter a search term and search 

across multiple databases simultaneously, across multiple databases simultaneously, 

returning results sorted by relevance, date, or returning results sorted by relevance, date, or 

other formatother format



Why invest in a federated search ?Why invest in a federated search ?

 To provide users with an efficient way to To provide users with an efficient way to 

search through all available databasessearch through all available databases

 To increase the use of authoritative, valid To increase the use of authoritative, valid 

resourcesresources

 To prepare students for postTo prepare students for post--secondary secondary 

educationeducation



First Steps in QuestFirst Steps in Quest

 Determine need for a federated searchDetermine need for a federated search

 Delegate someone to lead the searchDelegate someone to lead the search

 Solicit volunteers to serve on a committee Solicit volunteers to serve on a committee 

 Provide background information and research Provide background information and research 

to committee membersto committee members



And then…And then…

 Determine what features final choice should Determine what features final choice should 
havehave

 Identify viable productsIdentify viable products

 Contact vendors and set up demonstrationsContact vendors and set up demonstrations

 Invite technology support to demonstrationsInvite technology support to demonstrations

 View productsView products

 Evaluate Evaluate productsproducts

 Recommend productRecommend product

matrix2.pdf


ConsiderationsConsiderations



Products We ConsideredProducts We Considered

 SirsiDynix SchoolRoomsSirsiDynix SchoolRooms

 Gale Federated SearchGale Federated Search

 Serials Solutions 360 SearchSerials Solutions 360 Search

 AutoAuto--Graphics AGent SearchGraphics AGent Search

 Discovery Education Discovery Education 

 WebFeat ExpressWebFeat Express



NISD Federated SearchesNISD Federated Searches

 ProfessionalProfessional

 ElementaryElementary

 Middle SchoolMiddle School

 High SchoolHigh School

 AdministrativeAdministrative

 Statistical ToolStatistical Tool

http://wfxsearch.webfeat.org/wfsearch/menu?cid=12510
http://wfxsearch.webfeat.org/wfsearch/menu?cid=12508
http://wfxsearch.webfeat.org/wfsearch/menu?cid=12509
http://wfxsearch.webfeat.org/wfsearch/menu?cid=12604
http://wfx.webfeat.org/wfexpress/gotoStartup.do


Questions?Questions?


